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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Referring to claim 7, the phrase "the advanced set top box" under the heading "a system 
for viewing comprising" lacks antecedent basis. The examiner recommends that the phrase be 
changed to "an advanced set top box." The examiner addresses the claim in the Office Action 
below as though the recommended changes have been made. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 9, 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Shoff et al. 
Referring to claim 9, Shoff et al. discloses a method for providing information, 

comprising: 

- enhancing content with identifier elements (col. 10, 1. 64-66; col. 12, 1. 24-50; & Fig. 
8b); 
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- associating the identifier elements with any of product information (col. 11,1. 39-44), 
service information (col. 1 1, 1. 4-1 1, 34-38), and educational information (col. 11,1. 
25-33); 

- presenting the enhanced content with identifier elements (Fig. 8b); 

- issuing a request for any of the product information, the service information, and the 
educational information using the identifier elements (col. 11,1. 56-59); and 

- delivering any of the product information, the service information, and the 
educational information (col. 11, 1. 66-67; col. 12, 1. 1-23; & Fig. 8c). 

NOTE: The USPTO considers the applicant's "any of language to be anticipated by any 
reference containing any of the subsequent corresponding elements. 

Referring to claim 10, Shoff et al. discloses the method of claim 9, wherein the request is 
issued using any of a mobile phone, a mobile computing device, and a personal computer (col. 4, 
1. 31-34 & col. 8, 1. 19-34). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shoff et al. 
in view of Sgaraglino. 
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Referring to claims 1, Shoff et al. discloses a method for advertising services or goods by 
means of enhanced video programming, comprising: 

- populating a query database with button faces (the examiner notes that the soft 
buttons must inherently be retrieved from a database for integration into the hypertext 
document)(col. 10, 1. 64-66 & col. 12, 1. 39-50); 

- obtaining video programming for entertainment (col. 4, 1. 18-20, 66-67); 

- identifying attachment points within the video programming for enhancement (col. 
10, 1. 7-17; col. 12, 1. 39-47; & col. 14, 1. 31-41); 

- associating button faces from selected queries with each attachment point (the 
examiner notes that the author designs the presentation format for each scene of the 
program)(col. 11,1. 48-65 & col. 12, 1. 39-47); 

- recording the video programming with associated attachment points on suitable 
medium (col. 4, 1. 62-67; col. 5, 1. 1-23; & Fig. 2); 

- developing content sets associated with each button face and associated attachment 
point (col. 11,1. 48-65 & Figs. 8b, 8c); 

- storing content sets in association with each button face and associated attachment 
point in an enhancement database (col. 5, 1. 12-26); and 

- retrieving content sets upon viewer activation of associated button face at associated 
attachment point (col. 11,1. 66-67; col. 12, 1. 1-4; & Fig. 8c); 

Shoff et al. does not disclose compiling retrieved content sets into e-magazines and e-mailing the 
compiled e-magazines to a viewer. Sgaraglino discloses a method for conveying an 
advertisement to a user in a television environment (p. 3, paragraph 38) and determining whether 
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the user has clicked the ad. If the user clicks the ad, the user's e-mail address is retrieved, the ad 
follow-up material is collected, and the follow-up material is e-mailed to the user's e-mail 
address (p. 2, paragraph 33; p. 3, paragraph 41; & p. 4, paragraph 50). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to modify the 
supplemental content retrieval of Shoff et al. to include collecting follow-up material and e- 
mailing the follow-up material to the user's e-mail address, such as that taught by Sgaraglino in 
order to provide a more user-friendly interface for retrieving content. 

Referring to claim 6, the combination of Shoff et al. and Sgaraglino teaches the method 
of claim 1, wherein recording comprises placing information at an addressable site on the 
internet and recording an address for the addressable site with the attachment point (col. 6, 1. 7-39 
& Fig. 3). 

Referring to claims 7, Shoff et al. discloses a system for advertising services or goods by 
enhanced video programming, comprising: 

- a system for pre-production, comprising: 

o a programming source (continuous media server 42)(col. 4, 1. 62-67; col. 5, 1. 
1-5; & Fig. 2), comprising video programming itself comprising a series of 
attachment points; 
o a trigger database (enhanced content server 52)(col, 5, 1. 12-26); 
o a computer communicatively linked to the programming source and the 
trigger database and a computer software product for associating triggers 
stored in the trigger database with the attachment points (the examiner notes 
that a computer with a computer software product is necessary and inherent to 
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the headend 22 to allow the authority to enter the target specifications into the 
electronic program guide (EPG) structured query language (SQL) 
database)(col. 5 5 1. 6-1 1 & col. 14, 1. 35-40); 

- a system for viewing, comprising: 

o means of communicating the video programming and attachment points to the 
advanced set top box (network 32)(coL 4, 1. 43-61 & Fig. 2); and 

o an advanced set top box (set-top box (STB) 26) communicatively linked to the 
trigger database (col. 5, 1. 12-16), comprising: 

■ means of receiving the video programming and attachment points (col. 
4, 1. 25-26; col. 8, 1. 64-67; & col. 9, 1. 1-5); 

■ means of generating a television-viewable signal based upon video 
programming and attachment points (Figs. 8a); 

■ means of receiving viewer requests based upon the television-viewable 
signals (col. 9, 1. 54-56); and 

■ means of transmitting the viewer requests to an enhancement server 
(col. 9, 1. 56-59); 

- a system for production, comprising: 

o a content database (enhanced content server 52) containing magazine content 
associated with triggers contained in the trigger database (col. 11,1. 25-44); 

o means of communicating with the trigger database (the examiner notes that it 
is inherent for the content storage to be in communication with the target 



Application/Control Number: 10/027,958 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2623 

resource storage in order adequately present the created HTML document to 
the user); and 
o the enhancement server for: 

■ receiving communicated requests of the viewer, translating 

communicated requests of the viewer based upon the associations 
stored in the trigger database, and retrieving content according to the 
triggers associated with the viewer request (col. 9, 1. 54-59 & Figs. Sa- 
ge). 

Shoff et al. does not disclose compiling retrieved content sets into e-magazines and e-mailing the 
compiled e-magazines to a viewer. Sgaraglino discloses a method for conveying an 
advertisement to a user in a television environment (p. 3, paragraph 38) and determining whether 
the user has clicked the ad. If the user clicks the ad, the user's e-mail address is retrieved, the ad 
follow-up material is collected, and the follow-up material is e-mailed to the user's e-mail 
address (p. 2, paragraph 33; p. 3, paragraph 41; & p. 4, paragraph 50). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to modify the 
supplemental content retrieval of Shoff et al. to include collecting follow-up material and e- 
mailing the follow-up material to the user's e-mail address, such as that taught by Sgaraglino in 
order to provide a more user-friendly interface for retrieving content. 

Referring to claim 8, the combination of Shoff et al. and Sgaraglino teaches the method 
of claim 1, wherein the viewer activation is accomplished using any one of a mobile phone, a 
mobile computing device, and a personal computer (Sgaraglino p. 3, paragraph 44 & p. 5, 
paragraph 69). 
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NOTE: The USPTO considers the applicant's "any of language to be anticipated by any 
reference containing any of the subsequent corresponding elements. 



3. Claims 2-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shoff et al. in 
view of Sgaraglino and further in view of Reichardt et al. 

Referring to claims 2-4, the combination of Shoff et al. and Sgaraglino teaches the 
method of claim 1. Shoff et al. further discloses allowing a user to access related TV 
shows/movies, encyclopedia information, games, or merchandise through the use of soft buttons 
(col. 1 1, 1. 3-1 1, 25-44). The combination of Shoff et al. and Sgaraglino does not teach that the 
button faces comprise logos of potential advertisers, graphics depicting categories of queries, or 
masks with both logos of potential advertisers and categories of queries. Reichardt et al. 
discloses using Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) documents to coordinate television 
programming with interactive content (p. 10, paragraph 100). Reichardt et al. further discloses 
integrating logos 1 12, 1 14 and category titles 102 into the interactive content (Fig. 5). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to 
modify the combination of Shoff et al. and Sgaraglino to include logos and category titles, such 
as that taught by Reichardt et al. in order to provide a more user-friendly interface. 

Referring to claim 5, the combination of Shoff et al, Sgaraglino, and Reichardt et al. 
teaches the method of claim 4, wherein the masks are interactive menus (Shoff et al. col. 1 1, 1. 4- 
11, 25-44 & Figs. 8b, 8c). 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Weinstein et al. discloses combining television broadcast and personalized/interactive 
information. 

Collins-Rector et al. discloses targeting advertising using web pages with video. 
Kitsukawa et al. discloses a method and apparatus for providing on-demand electronic 
advertising. 

Miyasaka et al. discloses providing a network-based personalized newspaper with 
personalized content and layout. 

Voyticky et al. discloses an integrated television and Internet information system. 

Yagawa et al. discloses a method and apparatus for displaying an image and data related 
to the image conditioned on a user identifier. 

Tomsen et al. discloses a system and method for unprompted, context-sensitive querying 
during a television broadcast. 

Chen et al. discloses a method and apparatus for integrating hyperlinks in video. 

Ullman et al. discloses an enhanced video programming system and method for 
incorporating and displaying retrieved integrated Internet information segments. 

Blackketter et al. discloses using a broadcast enhancement trigger addressed to multiple 
uniquely addressed information resources. 

Burke discloses a system for processing and storing Internet bookmark address links. 

Reilly et al. discloses an information and advertising distribution system and method. 
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Kaiser et al. discloses a method, system, and apparatus for providing action selections to 
an image referencing a product in a video production. 

Stettner discloses a system and method for interactive advertising. 

Zustak et al. discloses a quote and information system using a set-top box. 

Escobar et al. discloses authoring tools for multimedia application development and 
network delivery. 

Allibhoy et al. discloses a method and system for controlling and auditing content/service 
systems. 

Jeannin et al. discloses embedding re-usable object-based product information in 
audiovisual programs for non-intrusive, viewer driven usage. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Van Handel whose telephone number is 571.272.5968. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571.272.7294. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Michael Van Handel 

Examiner 
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